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was placed into service prior to the 
September 25, 1995 cutoff date. 

Interested parties are invited to 
participate in these proceedings by 
submitting written views, data, or 
comments. FRA does not anticipate 
scheduling a public hearing in 
connection with these proceedings since 
the facts do not appear to warrant a 
hearing. If any interested party desires 
an opportunity for oral comment, they 
should notify FRA, in writing, before 
the end of the comment period and 
specify the basis for their request. 

All communications concerning these 
proceedings should identify the 
appropriate docket number (e.g., Waiver 
Petition Docket Number FRA–2001–
12512) and must be submitted to the 
Docket Clerk, DOT Central Docket 
Management Facility, Room Pl-401 
(Plaza Level), 400 7th Street, SW., 
Washington, DC 20590–0001. 
Communications received within 45 
days of the date of this notice will be 
considered by FRA before final action is 
taken. Comments received after that 
date will be considered as far as 
practicable. All written communications 
concerning these proceedings are 
available for examination during regular 
business hours (9 a.m.—5 p.m.) at the 
above facility. All documents in the 
public docket are also available for 
inspection and copying on the Internet 
at the docket facility’s Web site at http:/
/dms.dot.gov.

Issued in Washington, DC on August 20, 
2002. 
Grady C. Cothen, Jr., 
Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety 
Standards and Program Development.
[FR Doc. 02–21925 Filed 8–27–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–06–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration 

Notice of Application for Approval of 
Discontinuance or Modification of a 
Railroad Signal System or Relief From 
Requirements 

Pursuant to Title 49 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) parts 235 and 49 
U.S.C. 20502(a), the following railroads 
have petitioned the Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA) seeking approval 
for the discontinuance or modification 
of the signal system or relief from the 
requirements of 49 CFR Part 236 as 
detailed below. 
[Docket Number FRA–2002–12838] 

Applicant: New Jersey Transit, Mr. 
William R. Knapp, Vice President and 
General Manager, Rail Operations, One 

Penn Plaza East, Newark, New Jersey 
07105–2246. 

New Jersey Transit (NJT) seeks 
temporary relief from the requirements 
of Part 236, Section 236.566, of the 
Rules, Standard and Instructions, to the 
extent that NJT be permitted to operate 
non-equipped New York Susquehanna 
and Western (NYS&W) steam 
locomotive number 142, in automatic 
train control territory on NJT’s Raritan 
Valley Line between Cranford, New 
Jersey, milepost 15.0 and High Bridge, 
New Jersey, milepost 52.2, on Saturday 
and Sunday, September 7 and 8, 2002, 
in celebration of the City of Dunellen, 
New Jersey’s event, ‘‘Dunellen Railroad 
Days.’’ In addition, NJT seeks temporary 
relief from the requirements of Section 
236.566 to the extent that NJT be 
permitted to operate non-equipped 
NYS&W steam locomotive number 142, 
in automatic train control territory, on 
NJT’s Boonton and Morristown Lines 
between Jersey City, New Jersey, 
milepost 3.0 and Hackettstown, New 
Jersey, milepost 56.9, on Saturday and 
Sunday, September 28 and 29, 2002, in 
celebration of the Borough of Lincoln 
Park, New Jersey’s event, ‘‘Lincoln Park 
Days.’’ 

Applicant’s justification for relief: The 
three NJT lines are equipped with 
automatic block signals and operate 
under NORAC Rules 251 and 261, and 
the steam excursion train movements 
for each event would be limited to no 
more than four trips daily, would not 
exceed 50 mph, and would establish an 
absolute block ahead of each movement. 

Any interested party desiring to 
protest the granting of an application 
shall set forth specifically the grounds 
upon which the protest is made, and 
contain a concise statement of the 
interest of the party in the proceeding. 
Additionally, one copy of the protest 
shall be furnished to the applicant at the 
address listed above. 

All communications concerning this 
proceeding should be identified by the 
docket number and must be submitted 
to the Docket Clerk, DOT Central Docket 
Management Facility, Room PI–401, 
Washington, DC 20590–0001. 
Communications received within 30 
days of the date of this notice will be 
considered by the FRA before final 
action is taken. Comments received after 
that date will be considered as far as 
practicable. All written communications 
concerning these proceedings are 
available for examination during regular 
business hours (9 a.m.—5 p.m.) at DOT 
Central Docket Management Facility, 
Room PI–401 (Plaza Level), 400 Seventh 
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20590–
0001. All documents in the public 
docket are also available for inspection 

and copying on the internet at the 
docket facility’s Web site at http://
dms.dot.gov. 

FRA expects to be able to determine 
these matters without an oral hearing. 
However, if a specific request for an oral 
hearing is accompanied by a showing 
that the party is unable to adequately 
present his or her position by written 
statements, an application may be set 
for public hearing.

Issued in Washington, DC on August 20, 
2002. 
Grady C. Cothen, Jr., 
Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety 
Standards and Program Development.
[FR Doc. 02–21924 Filed 8–27–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–06–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration 

Notice of Application for Approval of 
Discontinuance or Modification of a 
Railroad Signal System or Relief From 
the Requirements of Title 49 Code of 
Federal Regulations Part 236 

Pursuant to Title 49 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) parts 235 and 49 
U.S.C. App. 26, the following railroads 
have petitioned the Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA) seeking approval 
for the discontinuance or modification 
of the signal system or relief from the 
requirements of 49 CFR part 236 as 
detailed below. 
[Docket No. FRA–2002–12435] 

Applicant: Burlington Northern and 
Santa Fe Railway, Mr. William G. 
Peterson, Director Signal Engineering, 
4515 Kansas Avenue, Kansas City, 
Kansas 66106. 

Burlington Northern and Santa Fe 
Railway seeks approval of the proposed 
discontinuance and removal of the 
traffic control system on Main Track No. 
1 between Jarales, milepost 894.8 and El 
Paso Junction, milepost 895.6, New 
Mexico, on the Southwest Division, 
Clovis Subdivision. The proposed 
changes include the establishment of 
‘‘restricted limits,’’ with restricted 
aspects into Main Track No. 1 at Jarales 
and El Paso Junction, and the 
installation of a hand-operated switch 
from Main Track No. 1 to the yard. 

The reason given for the proposed 
changes is that the installation of a 
hand-operated switch into Main Track 
No. 1 will provide a new route out of 
the yard as well as a switching lead, and 
when switching at East End of yard or 
fueling, access to the yard is closed with 
the switch in its present location. 

Any interested party desiring to 
protest the granting of an application 
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shall set forth specifically the grounds 
upon which the protest is made, and 
contain a concise statement of the 
interest of the party in the proceeding. 
Additionally, one copy of the protest 
shall be furnished to the applicant at the 
address listed above. 

All communications concerning this 
proceeding should be identified by the 
docket number and must be submitted 
to the Docket Clerk, DOT Central Docket 
Management Facility, Room PI–401, 
Washington, DC 20590–0001. 
Communications received within 45 
days of the date of this notice will be 
considered by the FRA before final 
action is taken. Comments received after 
that date will be considered as far as 
practicable. All written communications 
concerning these proceedings are 
available for examination during regular 
business hours (9 a.m.—5 p.m.) at DOT 
Central Docket Management Facility, 
Room PI–401 (Plaza Level), 400 Seventh 
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20590–
0001. All documents in the public 
docket are also available for inspection 
and copying on the internet at the 
docket facility’s Web site at http://
dms.dot.gov. 

FRA expects to be able to determine 
these matters without an oral hearing. 
However, if a specific request for an oral 
hearing is accompanied by a showing 
that the party is unable to adequately 
present his or her position by written 
statements, an application may be set 
for public hearing.

Issued in Washington, DC on August 20, 
2002. 
Grady C. Cothen, Jr., 
Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety 
Standards and Program Development.
[FR Doc. 02–21922 Filed 8–27–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–06–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 

[Docket No. NHTSA–2002–12730] 

Notice of Receipt of Petition for 
Decision That Nonconforming 2002 
Mercedes-Benz Gelaendewagen 5-
Door Long Wheel Base Multipurpose 
Passenger Vehicles Are Eligible for 
Importation

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Notice of receipt of petition for 
decision that nonconforming 2002 
Mercedes-Benz Gelaendewagen 5-door 
long wheel base (LWB) multipurpose 
passenger vehicles (MPVs) are eligible 
for importation. 

SUMMARY: This document announces 
receipt by the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) of a 
petition for a decision that 2002 
Mercedes-Benz Gelaendewagen 5-door 
LWB MPVs that were not originally 
manufactured to comply with all 
applicable Federal motor vehicle safety 
standards are eligible for importation 
into the United States because (1) they 
are substantially similar to vehicles that 
were originally manufactured for 
importation into and sale in the United 
States and that were certified by their 
manufacturer as complying with the 
safety standards, and (2) they are 
capable of being readily altered to 
conform to the standards.
DATE: The closing date for comments on 
the petition is September 27, 2002.
ADDRESSES: Comments should refer to 
the docket number and notice number, 
and be submitted to: Docket 
Management, Room PL–401, 400 
Seventh St., SW., Washington, DC 
20590. [Docket hours are from 9 am to 
5 pm].
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
George Entwistle, Office of Vehicle 
Safety Compliance, NHTSA (202–366–
5306).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
Under 49 U.S.C. 30141(a)(1)(A), a 

motor vehicle that was not originally 
manufactured to conform to all 
applicable Federal motor vehicle safety 
standards shall be refused admission 
into the United States unless NHTSA 
has decided that the motor vehicle is 
substantially similar to a motor vehicle 
originally manufactured for importation 
into and sale in the United States, 
certified under 49 U.S.C. 30115, and of 
the same model year as the model of the 
motor vehicle to be compared, and is 
capable of being readily altered to 
conform to all applicable Federal motor 
vehicle safety standards. 

Petitions for eligibility decisions may 
be submitted by either manufacturers or 
importers who have registered with 
NHTSA pursuant to 49 CFR part 592. As 
specified in 49 CFR 593.7, NHTSA 
publishes notice in the Federal Register 
of each petition that it receives, and 
affords interested persons an 
opportunity to comment on the petition. 
At the close of the comment period, 
NHTSA decides, on the basis of the 
petition and any comments that it has 
received, whether the vehicle is eligible 
for importation. The agency then 
publishes this decision in the Federal 
Register. 

J.K. Technologies, LLC. of Baltimore, 
Maryland (‘‘J.K.’’) (Registered Importer 

90–006) has petitioned NHTSA to 
decide whether 2002 Mercedes-Benz 
Gelaendewagen 5-door LWB MPVs are 
eligible for importation into the United 
States. The vehicles which J.K. believes 
are substantially similar are 2002 
Mercedes-Benz Gelaendewagen 5-door 
LWB MPVs that were manufactured for 
importation into, and sale in, the United 
States and certified by their 
manufacturer as conforming to all 
applicable Federal motor vehicle safety 
standards. 

The petitioner claims that it carefully 
compared non-U.S. certified 2002 
Mercedes-Benz Gelaendewagen 5-door 
LWB MPVs to their U.S.-certified 
counterparts, and found the vehicles to 
be substantially similar with respect to 
compliance with most Federal motor 
vehicle safety standards. 

J.K. submitted information with its 
petition intended to demonstrate that 
non-U.S. certified 2002 Mercedes-Benz 
Gelaendewagen 5-door LWB MPVs, as 
originally manufactured, conform to 
many Federal motor vehicle safety 
standards in the same manner as their 
U.S. certified counterparts, or are 
capable of being readily altered to 
conform to those standards. 

Specifically, the petitioner claims that 
non-U.S. certified 2002 Mercedes-Benz 
Gelaendewagen 5-door LWB MPVs are 
identical to their U.S. certified 
counterparts with respect to compliance 
with Standard Nos. 102 Transmission 
Shift Lever Sequence * * *, 103 
Defrosting and Defogging Systems, 104 
Windshield Wiping and Washing 
Systems, 105 Hydraulic and Electric 
Brake Systems, 106 Brake Hoses, 113 
Hood Latch Systems, 116 Motor Vehicle 
Brake Fluids, 118 Power Window 
Systems, 119 New Pneumatic Tires for 
Vehicles other than Passenger Cars, 124 
Accelerator Control Systems, 201 
Occupant Protection in Interior Impact, 
202 Head Restraints, 204 Steering 
Control Rearward Displacement, 205 
Glazing Materials, 206 Door Locks and 
Door Retention Components, 207 
Seating Systems, 209 Seat Belt 
Assemblies, 210 Seat Belt Assembly 
Anchorages, 212 Windshield Retention, 
214 Side Impact Protection, 216 Roof 
Crush Resistance, 219 Windshield Zone 
Intrusion, 225 Child Restraint 
Anchorage Systems, and 302 
Flammability of Interior Materials. 

Petitioner further contends that the 
vehicles are capable of being readily 
altered to meet the following standards, 
in the manner indicated: 

Standard No. 101 Controls and 
Displays: (a) Replacement of the 
instrument cluster with the U.S.-model 
component; (b) replacement of the 
cruise control lever with a U.S.-model 
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